Dear Sir/Madam,

Re: Planning application 08/00460/LTGDC for the construction of a Combined Cycle Biofuel Generation Plant by Blue-NG

I wish to object to the above planning application for a Combined Cycle Biofuel Generation Plant to run on crude vegetable oil, submitted by Blue-NG.  Please also forward this letter to the London Thames Gateway Development Corporation.

I am deeply concerned about the application because of the impact I believe it will have on local air quality and public health and on global greenhouse gas emissions.  I do not believe that this scheme constitutes truly renewable energy, nor that it is environmentally sustainable.

Blue-NG are planning to burn 56,000 litres of vegetable oil every day.  This will increase local emissions of NOx and of fine particles which I fear could include PM 10 and PM 2.5.  NOx emissions are linked to respiratory diseases, including asthma.  Fine particle emissions, in particular PM 2.5, have been linked with premature deaths from heart and respiratory illnesses, and possibly also with an increased rate of cot death.  Furthermore, I understand that a German court recently ruled against a CHP plant burning palm oil because it found that the smell and noise constituted an unacceptable nuisance to local people.

The company is planning to use blends of rapeseed oil, palm oil and jatropha oil.  Given that rapeseed oil is considerably more expensive than palm oil and that jatropha oil is not yet commercially available, it seems likely that mainly palm oil will be burnt.  I am very concerned about the impact this will have in terms of rainforest destruction and greenhouse gas emissions.  A German peat and climate change expert, Professor Florian Siegert recently said in an interview about the climate impact of similar CHP plants in Germany: “We were able to prove that the making of these plantations and the burning of the rain forests and peat areas emits many thousands of times as much CO2 as we then are able to prevent by using palm oil. And that is a disastrous balance for the climate.” (tinyurl.com/3xxros).  

I therefore hope that the application will be rejected.  Many thanks.

Yours faithfully,
