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Have you wondered why food is becoming more expensive?
More and more grain and vegetable oil which should be used for food is being turned into biofuel, mainly used transport fuel.  This means cereals – corn, wheat, bread and pasta – and vegetable oil are becoming more expensive.  It also makes meat and dairy more expensive, because grain is now turned into ethanol (biofuel), instead of feeding animals.  High food prices are causing hardship across the UK and in poorer countries, high food prices mean more people going hungry or starving.

Are biofuels the only reason why food prices are rising?
Climate change brings more extreme weather – like last summer’s floods and the 2006 drought. This will become worse over time and will also push up the price of food.  However, in 2007, more grain was harvested worldwide than ever before.  If companies weren’t turning food into fuel, food would be much cheaper.
Biofuels make climate change worse:

[image: image2.emf]Turning food into biofuels is even worse for the climate than using petrol or diesel.  This is because more land, including forests and grasslands, has to be cleared, releasing vast amounts of carbon dioxide, and because more fertilisers also mean more climate change.  Agro-biofuels are a disaster for people and for the climate.
What is happening in poorer countries?

Record wheat prices and high prices for other crops such as wheat are catastrophic for people in poorer countries.  In Afghanistan, the World Food Programme says that 2.55 million more people need food aid because they can no longer afford wheat, largely due to biofuels.  Yet high food prices mean far less food aid.


 What are others saying?

“A crime against humanity” – Jean Ziegler, Special UN Rapporteur for the Right to Food, who calls for a 5 year moratorium on biofuel production
“The agrofuels push will exacerbate Africa’s climate and food security problems even more” – African NGOs calling for an African agrofuel moratorium

“Our principal objective is to guarantee food sovereignty, as the expansion of the production of biofuels aggravates hunger in the world.  We cannot maintain our tanks full while stomachs go empty.”   – 6 Latin American NGO networks
What is our government doing about the situation?

From 15th April this year, all petrol and diesel will have to be blended with biofuel.  This will greatly increase the demand for biofuels.  At least 5 large ethanol refineries are being built or planned in the UK – to turn around millions of tonnes of wheat every year into fuel.  That’s far more than the UK has been exporting.  And it’s the same across Europe and many other countries.  Unless the government stops promoting biofuels, food prices will continue to go up causing ever more hardship.  
What you can do:

· Write to your MP and ask him or her to call for biofuel targets and incentives to be suspended at once and for the government to oppose European biofuel targets.

· Sign up to regular email alerts by Biofuelwatch (2-3 per month) – email info@biofuelwatch.org.uk
For more information:  Check www.biofuelwatch.org.uk 
