Minutes of audio-conference of Biofuels concerned group on 11 May 2006.

Participants: Jim Roland, John Ackers, Almuth Ernsting, David "Tonderai" Bassendine 
The conference started some time after 8 on Skype hosted by a very patient John Ackers.  Chair: James.

[1.
No review of literature to date]

2.
Review of actions to date
Jim had written to his MEPs, brought about EDM 1568 through local MP, written to Gordon Brown in advance of the budget and Environmental Audit Committee.  [aside: and to Chris Huhne who welcomed input].  Had a response from DoT Cleaner Fuels and Vehicles possible being the response to Gordon Brown letter.  Jim also leafleted outside Carbon Dating event in March [with help from John]
Others had written to their MPs and Almuth was tabling motions or had done so for Foe Scotland AGM and the Scottish Socialist Party
[3.
No model of biofuel impacts]
4.
Model of policies/issues to advocate.
We couldn't help breaking into this topic.  Almuth stressed that the key, most realistic goal is mandatory certification of biofuels throughout the EU, since all the major UK NGOs would at least be likely to agree to that.  James is keen on also to adopt "no certification of palm oil" message of 35-member German coalition "no to rainforest in your tank" (Almuth's translation) who have posted on Rainforest portal.

5.
Model for promoting policies

All agreed to be co-founders of group, one name agreed on being Biofuelwatch.  Almuth said that some groups achieve a lot without a constitution, and John noted the difficulties CCC had got itself into in developing its constitution.

Almuth and John had been discussed whether the biofuels concerned group could affiliate to CCC particularly with a view to putting out press releases.  John had discussed this with Phil Thornhill, and the feeling was that CCC had too much on its plate already, did not already put out regular press releases on other matters, which would be needed to counter-balance those on biofuels.  CCC would not want to take on this added responsibility.  Phil also did not wish to be handling additional inquiries over biofuels that might result.

It agreed that Biofuelwatch should have its own website, which would look much better than a blog although advantage could be taken of bespoke software to assist in developing an appropriate campaigning website.

The intended name www.biofuelwatch.org.uk was agreed.
David [correction] to look into procuring, or procure, www.biofuelwatch.org.uk

David, Jim, Almuth to begin draft of front page working for website.

Desired elements for website

All to come up with ideas for banner.  Suggested two colours "biofuel watch", should be long and thin.  Graphics to be considered, some reservations over use of an ape logo

All to consider other ideas for brand names.  

The German coalition has name that translates roughly as "no to rainforest in your tank"

Jim to work further with Almuth on presentation of policy or potential policy

Jim to procure environmentally friendly paper with goal of producing leaflets for CCC AGM.  Jim and John expressed keenness to join Almuth in running such a stall at AGM as both had things they didn't need to attend on the day. 
Almuth also suggests that Jim and/or David draft a motion to FoE E&W like she has done for FoE Scotland

5.
AOB
Next meeting: Sunday evening, 21 May.
Almuth to obtain clearer microphone.

The meeting finished at 10.30pm.

Minutes of audio-conference of Biofuels concerned group on 21 May 2006.
There hadn't been much progress, so Jim suggested holding more frequent meetings leading up to Jul 3.

Jim had attended the Action for a Global Climate Community conference declaring himself as of Biofuelwatch and asked several questions some relating to biofuels.  The Chair, Tom Spencer, vice chairman of the Institute for Environmental Security in The Hague and a past conservative MEP, was writing a report on the relative sustainability of biofuels for the EU commission and Jim had sent him a summary of the issues and our campaigners' activities which he welcomed.

John Gummer had said that it was possible to discriminate against environmentally damaging biofuels because of something called the Helsinki Bus verdict but left after his talk.  Jim to find out more from John, or wherever he can.

Jim also to benchmark with Sustainable Development Commission who have a policy analyst looking at biofuels and sustainability (another executive had attended).
Jim had also attended a session at FoE south east regional gathering on lobbying and the Corporates campaign, in which it was explained that lobbying often required several letters as well as phone calls and a meeting.

Almuth to communicate issues to Green Party.  John said that good people to approach were Ben Duncan who was Caroline Lucas's researcher, and Tom Tibbets (spelling?) who was green party energy spokesperson

Jim to approach Zak Goldsmith of Conservative quality of life review.  Nobody was aware of an Ecologist article on biofuels.
Next meetings: Thu 25, 8.00 pm; Wed 31, 10.00 am.

