NEWARK EXPOSÉ
Thursday 16th October 2008 – World Food Day!!!
At the Newark Conference hear the most sophisticated Biofuels Greenwash.  It sounds good but guaranteed to drive Hunger and Climate Change
 “The grain required to fill a 25-gallon SUV gas tank with ethanol will feed one person for a year.” – Lester Brown, Earth Policy Institute.
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	Forests burned in Indonesia to clear land to produce palm oil.


THE BUZZ WORDS ARE “GOOD BIOFUELS”
Here’s what they mean…

· Biofuels from non-food sources 

Agrofuels such as Jatropha (which is poisonous) use vast acreage of arable land and cannot even be used as a food staple in emergencies. Restoring the land after Jatropha may take years. 

· Biofuels from ‘Marginal Land’ 

In reality this is often community pasture land used on a seasonal basis, or biodiverse forest habitat used for gathering 
· Biofuels from ‘Degraded Land’ 
      Often sub-prime agricultural land        
      cultivated using drought-tolerant food crops and where uncultivated it often  

      retains a unique and delicate biodiversity, functioning as long term carbon store
· 2nd Generation biofuels
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Genetically modified trees in vast monoculture plantations replacing high-biodiversity, high-carbon habitats. Because they are at present unavailable, the concept of 2nd generation biofuels acts as a smoke screen for grains, palm oil and soya which continue to drive the industry
· Biofuel-powered CHP (Combined Heat and Power) plants
Using biofuels to generate power is a whole new market, guaranteed to intensify all the current problems associated with biofuels for transportation.  Climate villain Blue-NG have ignored a 1000-strong petition from the local residents against the first UK plant to be built in Beckton and similarly ignored a declaration by around 100 NGOs who have called for biofuels not to be used in CHP plants in the UK. Instead Blue-NG will proceed to power their Beckton plant solely from vegetable oi!...with palm oil being the most likely feedstock. 
Agrofuels steal land: Action Aid for example warns: “The world’s 880 million hungry people are fighting a losing battle with the world’s 800 million cars for access to food crops.” Watch this short video report shot by Action Aid in Ghana showing how land grabs are driving hunger
http://www.actionaid.org.uk/index.asp?page_id=101380
    

Agrofuels destroy rainforests

Agrofuels are becoming the main reason for rainforest destruction. This is the quickest ways to make climate change worse.  Without tropical forests, there can be no stable climate – forests have helped keep the climate remain stable for life on Earth for millions of years.  
Agrofuels are the primary reason for increasing food prices
Diverting food to cars and land to growing fuel means less people can afford the food they need. In its April 2008 report the World Bank argued that the drive for biofuels by American and European governments has pushed up food prices by 75%.  In the last year 100 million more people are going hungry.
What needs to be done?
We need an immediate moratorium on agrofuels from large-scale monocultures.    We need to dramatically reduce our fuel use and also invest in true renewable energy such as wind and solar. Stopping agrofuel monocultures means taking on one of the biggest corporate alliances and a government still committed to supporting them.  Only a strong and diverse grassroots campaign can achieve this.  
    Agrofuels accelerate        


         climate change


Fossil fuel emissions and ecosystem destruction are the key drivers of catastrophic climate change.  More monocultures mean more deforestation, more carbon lost from peat and other soil, and more fertilisers made from fossil fuels.  








“Good Biofuels”, because we care


http://www.throbgoblins.blogspot.com








Exposing the lie of “good biofuels”


Unless the industry myths of ‘good biofuels’ are exposed, we stand no chance of stopping the policies which will strip the planet of its last intact tropical ecosystems, precipitating a breakdown in much of the global rainfall cycle, resulting in widescale famine and catastrophic climate change 











