BIOFUELS:  Help to stop another quick way of heating the planet

“While Europeans maintain their lifestyle based on automobile culture, the population of Southern countries will have less and less land for food crops and will loose its food sovereignty.” – Latin American NGO networks.

“The grain required to fill a 25-gallon SUV gas tank with ethanol will feed one person for a year.” – Lester Brown, Earth Policy Institute.
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You cannot avoid using biofuels...

Since April 2008, all petrol and diesel in the UK has to contain 2.5% biofuels.  Moreover, there is a push to use vegetable oil for heat and power and to develop biofuels as an aviation fuel.  Large areas of land are needed to replace a small amount of fossil fuels.  Most biofuels come from large-scale industrial agriculture, such as palm oil, soya, wheat or oilseed rape.  Industrial agriculture is one of the biggest single causes of climate change, so expanding it to grow fuel is a dangerous idea.

Climate change

Biofuel production causes significantly greater global warming emissions than the equivalent for fossil fuels.  This is because ecosystems are being destroyed to grow fuel for our cars, and because of the fossil-fuel based fertilisers used to grow the crops.  We need to reduce our energy consumption to combat climate change.

Biofuels destroy rainforests

Biofuels are becoming the main reason for rainforest destruction. This is the quickest ways to make climate change worse.  Rainforests are important for “climate stabilisation” – they have helped keep the climate remain stable for life on Earth for millions of years.  Now we need forests to limit climate change.
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Biofuels steal land and push up food prices

Diverting huge quantities of food and land to cars is a sure way of making people go hungry.  Food prices are rising due to biofuels causing the poor to suffer more malnutrition.  This has been called a “crime against humanity” by the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, Jean Ziegler.  
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More human rights abuses and refugees

A UN spokesperson has warned that 60 million people may soon become “biofuel refugees” – people forced off their land to make way for huge areas of biofuel crops.  For example, in Argentina, about 200,000 rural families have been made to leave their land by soya companies.  Many were not safe on their land because of aerial spraying with dangerous pesticides used on the biofuel crops.  Many more will lose their land thanks to the biofuel boom. 

European wildlife at risk

In Europe, “set-asides” of cropland have been scrapped following strong lobbying from the biofuel industry.  Our well-loved birds such as the sky lark and lapwing are at risk.  

We need to stop the policies that drive biofuel expansion to prevent an even greater climate disaster!
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Want to do something to help rainforests, European wildlife and biofuel refugees?

· Take part in regular email actions against forest destruction and communities being evicted for agrofuels, and against the policies of promoting biofuel expansion: Email info@biofuelwatch.org.uk to sign up to email alerts.

· Get in touch with others to organise a film show or meeting to spread awareness of the harm caused by large-scale biofuels and to discuss local ideas for campaigning. Contact Biofuelwatch (info@biofuelwatch.org.uk) for more information and to find out about speakers.

www.biofuelwatch.org.uk
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